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Overview of forms

 Forms are used all over the Web to
e Acceptinformation
* Provide interactivity

Web | Images | Video | Local | Shopping | more -«

| | Web Search

* Types of forms:

e Search form, Order form, Newsletter sign-up form, Survey
form, Add to Cart form, and so on...
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The sevver stript protesses the data in the
form and ereates a brand—new HTML ragcasa
rcsfmsc.which'r{:handsback{p{hcvcbscwcr

Web Server
and displays it HTML web page. o stripl's vesponse

back bo the browser



How forms work in the browser

ann Eager the Contest

The browser loads the page, it
creates controls on the page
that allow you to input various
kinds of data.

You enter data, type a single
line of text, click an option,
checkbox control etc.

You submit the form by
clicking a submit button.

The server responds by
receiving the data and
processing it and presenting a
new html page.

ust [ your s (and chck Suboml) o ¢y b CODNOST
Fest
Last
ann Enter the Contest
c + foeij/ ichaprerld)contestsform, hami
Just type #n your name (and click Submi) 1o enter the contest
Firs
La
L4 ead Ty ™
e o
L Thanks. Buckaroo Banzai, for catering the Head First HTML and
f CSS Chapter 14 contest
- = N =
1 If you win something, you'll be the first 10 know



Form elements

<form action="http://wickedlysmart.com/hfhtmlcss/contest.php"
method="POST" > L

W ve E.-c-'l:, the <borms

<p>Just type i1n your name {(and click Submit) to S\
element itselt

enter the contest: <br>

First name: <input type="text" name="firstname" wvalue=""> <br>
Last name: <input type="text" name="lastname" wvalue=""> <br->
<input type="submit">

CO®

- i
I."x. . ..aed 3 bunth ot elements

{-I"FP} nested inside it
<[ form>



Form elements

2 RARA Enter the Contest
To create a form you sllcll +

use a <form>
element, there are a
number of other
elements that
provide different
ways for you to enter
Information: text
boxes, checkboxes,
menus of options,
and more.

« fle ///chapterid/conest/form html

Just type in your name (and click Submit) to enter the contest:
} First name:
)} Last name:

Submit




How the <form> element works

.and the name chapter we'll talk about

The attion atbribute of Loy
Heve's the opening tasg holds the URL of the mn'?r{ha{; will uﬂ]ﬁ MF ﬁ:‘”f:-ﬂﬂ-
Euiﬂ"]'ﬂ'l:'ﬁ in the -Farm web server... _the -Faldﬂ Protess the ‘Fa'rm HP&I'I'E FﬂﬂT
aoes inside. 2 bhe sevipt data. 2

Jﬂf“_”“_““-\m

<form action="http://wickedlysmart.com/hfhtmlcss/contest.php" method="POST">

E.-.lgrwlrl;hmﬁ, inside ’fﬂm‘
I:ﬂ"ll'l &3'55-

</Eoxm>< ™ _and the tlosing tag
ends the form.



What can go on a form?

te)d' iIlPut Name: Buckaroo Banzai

The text <input> element Is

4k
for entering one line of text. fin “f_'"P'-*{:} Elf‘mﬁﬂﬁuw'lﬂ'l at "
Optional attributes let you attribute of “Lext” eveates a one—line
set a maximum number of tontrol in the browser page.
characters and the width of
this control.

<input type="text" name="fullname".>

submit input

The submit <input> element creates

™ The buthon is labeled
- “Cbwmit” (or “Submit

a button that allows you to submit a o Query ) by diia“.{"
form. When you click this button, the although ?“: [“:-"
browser sends the form to the server thange J"h:w lzker)
script for processing. show fou

ﬂff o For a submit button, seriFT' “submit"
<input type="submit"> as the <mpul> element’s type



What can go on a form?

 Radio buttons

create a single radio input

The radio <input> element creates a ™ hot
ContrOI Of Several single control with several buttons, S NOt The vadio tonbrol
. only one of which can be selected . allows only one of a set
bUtton S Of Wh IC h at any time. These are like old-time . of thoites
car radio buttons; you “push” one in, —
on |y one can be and the rest “pop out”
Ml the vadio buttons
Chosen ) Use 3 vadio <input> assotiated with a given but each
for eath thoite set of thoites must -FEM- e..'hmr{ has
«- have the same name... H'l 3 ditrevent value.
| f |
- Y- Li

<input type="radio" name="hotornot" wvalue="hot">
<input type="radioc" name="hotornot" value="not">



What can go on a form?

A checkbox “k .
control can be checkbox nput e
. A checkbox <Input> element # Pepper
e|th er C h eC ked creates a checkbox control that can Garlic
be either checked or unchecked. . _ buckbons, 3
or un Ch eC ked You can use multiple checkboxes - lwlike vad ul:i : .
. ! together, and If you do, you can — chn:k'c;? a3 G:ZFH:: o
mUIt|p|e check as many or few as you like. more of a S€ oites.
C h eC kboxes ;:i:;ﬂi::: Related thetkboxes also share
can go together | T T G
and you can For cach choice. v, A 2/
C h eCk as m a.ny <input type="checkbox" name="spice" walue="Salt">
or as few as DDA PN
you like.
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What can go on a form?

HTMLS5 adds more input types.

number input | |
Y
| 7=
The number <input> element restricts
input to numbers. You can even specify

a min and max number that iIs allowed
with optional attributes.

Come browsers show Jrrows ﬂ,'rq—
nert o the mput aves

You £an use {0 intvease or
detrease the rumber.

The “rumber” Eype means you've expetting

a rumber an]'r. rot tewt J/ [\“‘ Use the max and min
attributes to vestrict the

<input type="number" min="0" max="20"> mumbers allowed

range input . o

The range <input: element Is similar Both number and vanae have an ovli
to number except that it displays a step atbribuie yn.rc.a?fusc :paif:fﬁ% “:}]1.:
slider Instead of an Input box. rmber of intevrvals for the valwes. !

_

<input type="range" min="0" max="20" step="5"> {—

11



What can go on a form?

"

color inP“t IF the eator 7 emai]' inPut

The emall <input> element is just a text

Use the color <input> to specify input. is not By = input, but on some mobile browsers,
a color. When you click on the supported by STca0s you'll get a custom keyboard for emall
control, a color picker pops up ““, browser, Other when you start typing.

that allows you to select a color Yo !l just aet

rather than having to type In 3 vegular text . <input type="email">

the color name or value. input instead.  <input type="color">

Email: Buckaroo Banzai

te] input

The tel <input> element is also just a text

™ r
e i iy v | 12 S
Mos Tes Wald Tha Fe S Sun

Use the date <Input> element to specify R S e b
Input, but like email, causes a custom a date, with a date picker control. The EEEEREER.
keyboard to pop up on mobile devices. control creates a valid date format string ol Bt

to send to the server script. —

<input type="tel">

. _ Like with tolov, if the date impul isn't
< t t "date"> npwt isn t supported by the
1npu ype™ browzer yet, ?ou‘ilil aet a veqular text input inr!:zadl:.’}r

Phone: 555-1212

ﬂ
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What can go on a form?

Even with these specialised
types, 1t’s up to you to make
sure you know what values the
server script is expecting and
use the right <input> type.

Not all browsers
fully support these
input types yet.

- ' .
| Watch it! The input types on these
5 two pages are new in
§ JI'-!TMLS. and while you can use them
fodn all web pages now, some may not
_5 display as you see them here.

- ]

/4

ur] input

Like emall and tel, the url <input>
type Is just a text Input, but causes
a custom keyboard to pop up on
moblle devices.

<input type="url">

URL: http://banzai.com

L'\
\
\
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What can go on a form?

Not every form element is an <input> texiarea

The <textarea= element
element there are some others for craates 2 multiling text arsa
typing more than one line of text: phat You can type Into. | you

type more text than will fit
into the text area, then a scroll
bar appears on the right side.

The <tentarea>
{:l!mf'ﬂ-l:- 5 I\‘U’{. an

L ] EJ Hsg the rdrne
ewmpty clemen attribute 4o Lells the
so it has h:{lh give the element - The tols :ltthh:i: ghavatters
opening an 3 i - brousey Do " I area
elasing tags- o [ ide bo make the ter
J V- N/
<textarea name="comments" rows="10" cols="48"></textarea>
,.-II"II #
: The rows atiribute “i mn T
??\ browser how mmy ﬁh&:ﬂ:ﬁ; |ﬁlh‘l||' text that Yoes between the
/ tall to make the text avea. opening and closing tags becomes
l the imitial £ext n the browser's
\ Lext area tontrel

You ean alse sf‘eﬁiﬁj‘ the width and height of a textarea using CSS
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What can go on a form?

select

The <select> element creates a menu

control in the web page. The menu Buckaroo Banzai | %]

provides a way to choose between a set The select element: eveates
of cholces. The <select> element works 2 menu that looks like
in combination with the <option> Lhis (3l {,hmg._h the look
element below to create a menu. will vavy depen ding on Ehe
browser 'fou’w, u:..'u-.ﬁ].
After clicking on the
The '551.’." ﬂ‘[’.} I meny, the menu items Perfect Tommy :
“ . v oW, Penny Pricdy
dround ai| ﬂ.,::e EHE;E" L Just Ve the other -Fol-m t'lt.rn:n{'.ﬁ; drop d - m::e.m
- - ons S |ewment @ wnifue john Parker
Group them into one we the select € A Ly —_—
IS One meny, a ?-.amt wsimd) Jd\t narmt .il:.‘lr.i"lbuﬂ

I.'r (_)7 <8elect name="characters"»

' <option value="Buckaroo">Buckarcoe Banzai</option>
<option value="Tommy">»Perfect Tommy</option>
<option value="Penny"»Penny Priddy</option>
<option value="Jersey">New Jersey</option=
<option value="John"=John Parker</option>

</zelect>
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Sending the data to the server

There are two primary methods the
browser uses: POST and GET.

POST and GET accomplish the same thing — getting
vour form data from the browser to a server—but in
two dilferent ways, POST packages up your form
variables and sends them behind the scenes to your
server, while GET also packages up vour form variables,
but appends them on the end of the URL before i
sends a reuest o Lthe server,

16



Sending the data to the server

Wr{hPOST]allihcforndabisscn{as?ar{oF
Iiﬁ\ qutwmﬂ;mdishﬁduc{bf$Cuum

- =
POST “__ "%“\\\‘ ”. N
== &Y

http://wickedlysmart. com/hfhtmlcss/contest php < address bar.

With GET, the form data is added to the URL
itself, so the user sees the form data.

NOBbcthzﬁrn
data added on
to the end of
the URL. This
is what the

user sees in the

addvess bar-

http://wickedlysmart.com/hfhtmlcss/contest.php?firstname=buckaroo&lastname=banzai
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Accessibility

« So far we have been labelling our form using text. We should really be using
the <label> element to mark up these labels.

* The <label> element provides further information about the structure of your
page, allows you to style your labels using CSS more easily, and helps screen
readers for the visually impaired to correctly identify form elements.

« Labels don’t look any different from normal text. But they can make a big
difference when it comes to accessibility.

To uwse a <label> element, Fivst 2add an
id attribute 4o Your ;-:l'rn- element. 1 E‘-.
L |

<input type="radioc" name="hotornot" wvalue="hot" "n.id=“hc:-t“:=+
<label for="hot">hot</label> - \:;
1 .\"'\. '..
<input type="radio" name="h¢:~tc:-€”‘1:nnt" value="not" id="not">
<label for="not"»not</label> : .
- Then add a <label> and et s "o’

ga— attribute to the ﬂa:lr-'rs.l_-und.urg id-

18



What more could go into a form?

A <fieldset> element can be used to
group together common elements.

It then can also make use of an element
called <legend>

The password <input> element works
just like the text <input>element except
that the text is masked.

Condiments

¥ Salt
¥ Pepper
Garlic

-

‘l
Heve's how the fieldset
and 'C%tnd look i one
browser. You'll find
that browsers dmyiay
‘“‘.va dl‘u‘c\’CnU‘j
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What more could go on a form?

A file input element is new. If you
need to send an entire file you can
set the input type to “file”, this
creates a control that allows you to
choose a file and the contents when
the form is submitted is sent to the
server.

The placeholder attribute can be
used with most <input> types in a
form, it gives a hint about the kind of
content expected.

The required attribute forces the user
to enter content. An error will show if
the user leaves it blank.

Choose File

( Browse...

1 F T "~
Heve's what the Yile input

element loaks like in a |‘.::|1.-*|:-'||:
of diffcrfn t browsers

Name:

I you leave this field blank and

submit the form, the plateholder
ﬂan-‘!.r.h'!: is NOT '-ult:ml'l.'f.rd as the
value for the tontroll

NEIIT!E: Subxmin

y

-\"—'
A

N Pleasa Ml aut this Fleld

—'.-..
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