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Command Prompt
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Command Line Interface

• This is the Command Line Interface for Windows (CLI)

• In Mac/Linux it is called “Terminal”

• Learning to use the CLI is an essential skill for a programmer
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Launch on Win 7

• On Windows 7, type ‘cmd’ into 
the search box and press 
return

4



Launch on 
Windows 8/10

• Run ‘File Explorer’


• Command Prompt 
available from one of 
the toolbars….
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On Mac

• In Applications/Utilities


• Better to install iterm2 - https://www.iterm2.com/
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Example DOS Commands

• dir 
• list all files in a directory


• cd ..

• change to a parent directory


• cd <directory name>

• change to a specific directory


• mkdir <directory name>

• create a directory


• rmdir <directory name>

• delete a directory


• On Mac/Linux:

• use ls instead of dir
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• These commands always have a 
'current directory' in mind 


• A directory is another name for a 
folder.


• On Windows, the current directory 
appears in the ‘prompt’


• In Mac/Linux, type ‘pwd’ to find out 
the current directory.


• On Windows, ‘\’ or ‘/’ can be used to 
separate directory names


• On Mac/Linux, only ‘/’ is accepted

• So --> always is ‘/’ to avoid 

confusion



C:\Users\edeleastar>cd ..

C:\Users\>cd ..

C:\>cd workspace

C:\>workspace>dir

...

...

C:\>
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• Never use spaces in directory or file names


• Never use upper case in directory or file names


• If you wish to use readable multiple words for a 
directory or file name, separate the words with 
'-'. e.g.


• web-development


• java-projects




Examples
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